Silver

pullet

BY JOHN MURPHY

Veni, vidi, vici — as Julius Caesar said of his easy defeat

of the army of King Pharnaces Il at Zela in 47BC: | came,

| saw, | conquered.

It could also describe Isuzu’s truck sales in New Zealand

where Isuzu has held the top position for nine years.

New Zealand Trucking tests a Gen 6, F Series Isuzu to

see whether the new F Series is likely to keep Isuzu at

the top.

The silver Isuzu looks
impressive, large hinged
doors on the left help with
loading and unloading.

Ltd, usually shortened to V3, and owned

by Trevor Thomson. The Avondale,
Auckland company designs, builds and installs
exhibition stands and displays for corporate
events throughout New Zealand. In building
the stands, the in-house production facilities
use a wide range of materials, specialist tools,
CNC machining and digital printing. The
business employs about 11 full-time staff and
many part timers, according to demand. Three
company-operated trucks are supplemented
with hire vehicles when required.

Last year V3 were contracted to supply, set up
and dismantle a product roadshow at locations
from Invercargill to Whangerei over a seven-
week period. This was the catalyst for Trevor to
buy a new truck.

The criteria included the ability to carry
bulky loads, which are not usually heavy but
are of inconsistent sizes and shapes and vulner-
able to damage during handling and transport.
Generally, forklifts are not available so the truck
is loaded and unloaded by hand.

Part of that equation is Veni Vidi Vici
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The truck needs to be easily driven by rela-
tively inexperienced drivers, safe and able to
cover long distances comfortably as well as work
around busy metro areas. V3 is an environmen-
tally conscious company and Trevor demanded
a vehicle that would have minimal impact on
the environment. Finally, V3’s business is largely
about presentation so the truck needed to fit,
and preferably enhance, the company’s image.

Trevor discussed his needs with TCL Isuzu
salesman, Craig Silby. Craig felt Trevor’s options
were to simply replace his aging Japanese import
with a newer version or, if he wanted to operate
more effectively, there was a better, albeit more
expensive, option. Trevor took Craig’s advice to
upgrade and says he will never regret it. The new
Gen 6, F Series Isuzu is ideal and he’s impressed
with Craig and Isuzu’s support in getting the




vehicle on the road in time for the roadshow.

The truck is an FSD700 model, the D in the
model code designates rear air suspension; the
FSR700 model has the same specifications but
with leaf springs fitted all round.

The air suspension provides a constant chassis
height of 790mm, about 100mm lower than the
unladen height of its leaf spring-equipped broth-
er. Furthermore, at the touch of a hand control,
the height can be raised or lowered to overcome
the inconsistencies of loading dock heights and to
drop the vehicle when loading off the ground.

The truck has been fitted with a Custom
Motor Bodies body, seven metres long by 2.4
metres high. The left side has two large barn
doors that open 180 degrees to provide access for
forklifts and hand loading. The interior sides have
multi-rail tie points for securing light items, while

V3 owner Trevor Thomson
comfortable behind the
wheel.

Below: The Isuzu exhaust
system has a DPD system
to reduce emissions.
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